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occupied the chair. Mr. G. C. Yates, the Honorary Secretary, read the Annual Report of the Council and the
Treasurers Statement of Accounts, which were adopted on the motion of Mr. W. Thompson Watkin, seconded
by Mr. J. Taylor Kay. The Chairman said he would like, in vacating the office of President, to say a few words
with regard to the position of the Society. The members were to be congratulated very heartily on the result of
their labours. The real historical and antiquarian work done by the Society in Cheshire and Lancashire was of
no small importance in these times. In a commercial centre like Manchester, given for the most part to money
getting and like concerns, they had constituted themselves in some sense the guardians, and in some sense the
exponents, of the antiquities of the district and the materials for its history. The work they had done was
important also with relation to the social life of the district. Unfortunately, from the condition of his
surroundings, he had been able neither to be an ornamental nor an effective working president.
Notwithstanding this the Society, in virtue of its own momentum, had been able to achieve a very creditable
career. For his own part he had learned a great deal from attending the...
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