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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: . exposures, some check plates are taken; I mean plates exposed just like
the main plates but only during, say, half a minute; which plates are then stowed away, undeveloped, with the
others. Now, before taking the exposures for the later epoch, these check plates will be first exposed, again for
half a minute, and they will then be immediately developed. Simple inspection will then show at once ) The
small additional image must serve the purpose of preventing any mistake in the chronology of the images.
whether the images get in the right position and whether or not they are equally bright with those of ten years
ago. If not then they will indicate what corrections in position and time of exposure will be necessary. Some of
these check plates further will enable the observer to convince himself from time to time whether the plates
keep suFiciently well. It will certainly be desirable to make the exposures at the two epochs both on the
meridian or in the same small hour angle. If we do this the only systematic error that need be feared in the
proper motions is an error dependent on the magnitude. By defects in the guiding the images of the brighter
and fainter stars may be aFected in a somewhat diFerent way. If so, then the p. m. of the faint stars on the
plate, depending as they do on the proper motions of standard stars of magnitude 9.0 or brighter,...
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