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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The 109th Congress is addressing a broad range of civilian, military, and
commercial space issues. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) conducts the most visible
space activities. For FY2006, NASA received $16.623 billion when adjusted for two rescissions and an
augmentation for hurricane recovery. The FY2007 request is $16.792 billion. The future of the U.S. human space
flight program is dominating debate about NASA. The space shuttle returned to flight in July 2005 aJer a two
and one-half year hiatus following the 2003 Columbia tragedy, but the next launch has been indefinitely
postponed because of a foam-shedding event during that launch similar to what led to the loss of Columbia.
Pursuant to the Vision for Space Exploration announced by President Bush in January 2004, the shuttle
program is to be terminated in 2010. The Vision directs NASA to focus its activities on returning humans to the
Moon by 2020 and eventually sending them to Mars. The Vision has broad implications for the agency,
especially since most of the money to implement it is expected to come from other NASA activities. Congress is
debating the many issues raised by the Vision, including what the balance should be among NASA s various .
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